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A book or review on a subject in a field which 
moves as rapidly as the subject matter in this book, 
namely lymphokines and their receptors, is not an 
easy task. Almost invariably by the time the book 
is in press new data have emerged and new (more) 
lymphokines cloned. However, this book edited by 
Steve Gillis contains current thoughts and ideas 
pertaining to lymphokines and their receptors. 
The book is divided into 15 chapters, written by 
experts in the field, and on many occasions by the 
individuals who originally cloned the lymphokines 
and/or their receptors. Each chapter deals 
specifically with a particular lymphokine, the clon- 
ing procedure, its biochemical properties and in 
some chapters the biological activities. The 
chapters contain a large amount of molecular in- 
formation with indepth details of the cloning pro- 
cedures and molecular structure of the 
lymphokine. There is also a well documented ac- 
count of the biochemical purification of the 
molecule. The biological characterisation of the 
lymphokines is well documented in some chapters, 
e.g. human IL-2, but is weak in other chapters, 
e.g. interferons. It should also be noted that there 
is a heavy bias in the book to T cell lymphokines. 
For example there are five chapters on IL-2 and its 
receptor, but no chapters on B cell active lym- 
phokines, namely IL-4, IL-5 or IL-6 However the 
chapters in the book are concise and well written. 
This book should be of interest to people ‘new’ to 
the field of lymphokines as it contains an up to 
date account of these molecules. In addition it 
should also appeal to researchers in the field as the 
chapters contain some unpublished .observations 
of interest. In summary, Steve Gillis and col- 
leagues have, I believe, succeeded in their attempt 
to compile an effective book on a rapidly changing 
subject. This book is a valuable addition to other 
books available on cytokines and lymphokines, as 
with its molecular bias it complements those books 
with more biological information. For UK readers 
it is a pity that the price may restrict its availability 
to libraries. 
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The newest addition to this well-known series is the 
second volume which was published in 1987. It in- 
cludes four comprehensive reviews on widely dif- 
fering topics: (i) Phosphodiesterases Involved in 
DNA Repair (see below); (ii) P-450 Cytochromes; 
Structure and Function, a survey of the functional, 
structural and mechanistic aspects of this family of 
enzymes, with coverage of the literature up to 
mid-1985; (iii) Glycolipid and Glycoprotein 
Degradation, a comprehensive overview of the en- 
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